
vjizmeDia 


Story and Art by YUIIli TamUTa Vol. 18 


w m 

— ' M m . * 'wgLM 





Ln 












Story and Art by 

Yumi Tamura 



Basara 

Vol. #18 
Shojo Edition 


Story and Art by 

Yumi Tamura 


English Adaptation by 

Gerard Jones 

Translation/eigoManga 
English Adaptation/Lillian Olsen 
Touch-up Art & Lettering/Bill Schuch 
Cover and Interior Design/Yuki Ameda 
Editor/Ian Robertson 

Managing Editor/Annette Roman 

Director of Production/Noboru Watanabe 

Vice President of Pubhshing/Alvin Lu 

Sr. Director of Acquisitions/Rika Inouye 

Vice President of Sales and Marketing/Liza Coppola 

Publisher/Hyoe Narita 

© 1991 Yumi TAMURA/Shogakukan Inc. 

First published by Shogakukan Inc. in Japan as "Basara." 
New and adapted artwork and text © 2006 VIZ Media, LLC. 
All rights reserved. The stories, characters, and incidents 
mentioned in this publication are entirely fictional. 

No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means without written permission 
from the copyright holders. 

Printed in the U.S.A. 

Published by VIZ Media, LLC 

P.O.Box 77010 

San Francisco, CA 94107 

Shojo Edition 
10 987654321 
First printing, June 2006 



www.viz.com 











Sarasa (disguised as Tatara) 

Sarasa and her twin brother Tatara were born under 
a prophecy of hope. The Red King’s forces killed 
Tatara, so Sarasa took up her brother’s name to fight 
in his guise. Although generally a secret, she has 
confessed her gender to her closest allies. During 
past visits to hot springs, she met and fell in love 
with Shuri, only to discover on the batdefield that 
he is the Red King. The trauma sent her wandering 
alone, but she has recovered with the help of her 
mother. 




The Red King/Shuri 

The youngest of the King of Japan’s four sons, he is a 
ruthless but effective ruler, set on destroying Tatara’s 
rebel insurrection. Ignorant of her secret identity and 
hiding his own, Shuri’s interactions with Sarasa 
revealed hints of his unhealthy family history and his 
desire to unite Japan in peace. Tragically, they fell in 
love, only to discover their true identities on the bat¬ 
tlefield—a batde he lost. Rescued from his attempted 
suicide by his brother, Asagi, he has since been sold 



Kikune 

One of the deadly “Four 
Virtues,” she was originally 
sent by the White King to 
spy on the Black King in the 
North but has since 
befriended Sarasa. 


Ichimatsu of Hida 

One of the Black Army’s “Three 
Lances,” he is a devoted retainer 
of Lady Purple and is currently 
assigned to aid Sarasa. 


Taro 

A reporter with ambitions 
of writing the history of 
Tatara’s exploits, Taro has 
followed Sarasa to the north 
and now to Kyoto. 
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A n apocalypse brought human civilization to its knees, and control of Japan 
passed into the hands of tyrannical kings. At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s 
twins, the bhnd prophet Nagi predicted, “This is a child of destiny, one who will 
grow to lead the people and be the light in the sky of our nation’s future.” 

Under Ukon XV’s harsh rule, a better tomorrow can only be achieved 
through strife and bloodshed. When the “Boy of Destiny” is killed by the Red 
King’s forces, it is up to his twin sister Sarasa to lead their people in his name, or 
all will be lost. 

Sarasa has achieved victory over the Red King in Kyushu and the Blue King in 
Seiran, gaining many allies along the way. She has also proven herself in Okinawa 
to the south and the Tohoku region in the north. Her closest comrades now know 
the truth about her gender; her confession has galvanized them further. 

Meanwhile, the Red King’s recklessness has inspired a coup. After fleeing 
alone, Shuri has been forced to re-evaluate his viewpoint and start from scratch. 
Despite newly acquired allies in Shikoku, he has failed in battle against Tatara. 
Worse, although he and Sarasa have fallen in love, they have finally learned the 
truth about their secret identities. Torn by the discovery, Shuri attempts suicide 
only to be “rescued” by Asagi, who has sold him into slavery. 

After being reunited with her mother in Tohoku, Sarasa has regained her 
emotional balance and found a new ally in Lady Purple, wife of the Black King. 
With Lady Purple’s help, she has the chance to prove herself in the very heart of 
King Ukon’s lands—the capital of Kyoto! Sarasa and Shuri meet in the battlefield, 
and are devastated to learn one another's true identities. Sarasa runs away to 
Kazuno, reunites with her mother, and reaffirms the sanctity of love. But what path 
will she choose now...? 




GOLD TALE 5: ASSASSINS 



I HAD A 
DREAM 
THAT 
NIGHT. 


I SAW THE 
KILLER'S 
FACE - 
AND IT 
WAS 
SHURI. 











TINY TAM-TAM TIME ® 


Hello! Thank you -for all your 
letters of support!! 


I wanted to make the cover ^ 

pink this time. It uuas a cherry 
blossom theme at -first, but at 
some point, it stopped looking 
like cherry blossoms, so 
/ ®'®\ whatever. 

Enjovj! O 
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VERTICAL _ 

TAM-TAM TIME ® 


Profile of Ichimatsu. 
He's surprisingly popular. 


I 


Icfiinnaisu of Hida. 

Cancer, blood type 0 . 

A little older than Shuri. 

Lady Purple found him when he 
was little and and raised him, 
so he thinks of her as 
his mother. 

One of the Black Army's best 
generals, who are referred to as 
“The Three Spears." 


His coat of arms is 
an arrowhead. 
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...HAS ONLY 
TECHNIQUE. 



WITH ALL 
DUE 

RESPECT, 

LORD 

ASA6I... 
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LOOK! 


I THINK 
SHURI’S 
AWFULLY 
GOOD, 
BUT THIS 
. GUY- 


ALL } 
THAT 
TIME IN 
THE 

DESERT.. 


HE'S ONLY 
USING ONE 
HAND, AND 
HASN'T N 
MOVED A U 
STEP... k 


...HAS 

ATRO¬ 

PHIED 

YOUR 

SKILLS. 


HE’S IN AI 
LEAGUE 
OF HIS 
OWN. 























































































































































ONLY IN 
LAWLESS 
BATTLES 
AMONG 
BARREN 
LANDS... 


THAT IS 
WHAT I 
MEANT. 
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FIRE 

(BLANKS 

ONLY! 


LEAVE THEM A 
PATH OF 
RETREAT, AND 
THEY WILL 
TAKE IT! 


THE ENEMY 
IS 

ISOLATED! 
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M/i o 
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...AND 

GIBBET THE 
BODIES OF 
BOTH 
MOTHER 
AND CHILD! 


I'LL SPLIT 
YOUR 
STOMACH 
OPEN... 






























42 








































43 









































44 




































































45 










































46 

































47 


























48 























WHY IS IT SO 
PAINFUL... 




THE BABY 











IF WE 
COULD; 
ONLY &■'. 
REMEMBER § 


...HOW ’ j 
GRATEFUL I 
WE FELT TO 
BE BORN... 


Z\F WE 
M NEVER' 
FORGOT. 


..PEOPLE 
WOULD 
l STOP i 
KILLING " 
EACH 1 " 
OTHER. 


THE BABY'S 
COMING 
OUT! 


IWHATH 


PON’TJ.] 


) KEEP 
AWAY... 
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GOLD TALE 6 
FOOTFALLS 






IS EVERY 
CHILD A 

REINCARNATION 

OF 

SOMEONE 

ELSE? 


IF SO, I 
WONDER IF 
ONE DAY, 
SOMEWHERE. 


...AS WELL AS 
ALL THE 
OTHERS WHO 
HAVE DIED. 


...I COULD SEE 
MY BROTHER 
AGAIN... 
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I WAS THE 
ONE WHO 
SHOT THE 
ARROW... 


...THAT 

KILLED 

SHIDO. 


HE WAS 
ABOUT TO 
KILL 

TATARA. 


BUT I 
ALSO 
FEEL 
HAPPY.. 


...THAT 
HIS BABY 
WAS 
BORN. 


...SO I 

COULDN'T BE 

with my /wa 

WHEN SHE 
DIED. 


BUT I WON'T 
APOLOGIZE. 











































SUO CITY 

SHIKOKU 
SHIPS ARE 
GATHERING 

Cj SHIKOKU® 


IN THE WEST. 

ARE THEy\ 

PLANNING j 

TO / 

ATTACK? \( 

<== -^'E)AZAIFU 

7 v r\ 
J? 1 _X x 

V 

Sv . \ \ VM 

f\ \ 1| 




[TATA- 

RA! 



WE . . _ 

GOT V ll I I M 
NEWS. 
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DIDN'T 

KNOW 

ANYTHING. 


I MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO FIND 
OUT... 


3 WHAT 
HE 

DREAMED 

OF... 


...BY BEING 
WITH YOU. 


...GOD 

DECIDED TO 
SUMMON HIM 
HOME SO 
SOON. 




































































IT'S 

TOSAH 


m 

NAME 

IS 

Itenma. 


I'VE comE 
TO TELL you 
THAT WE 
HAVE NO 
INTENT TO 
FIGHT YOU. 


...BROUGHT 
OUR SHIPS 
HERE TO 
PROVIDE 
NUMBERS 
ONLY. 


*A FEW DAYS 
AGO, KING 
UKON'S 
MESSENGER 
CALLED 
"TSUBAKI" 
CAME 
TO US. 


HE TOLD THE 
LEADERS OF 
SHIKOKU TO 
FIGHT AS 
ONE AGAINST 
y TATARA. 






























...HAVE 
FAMILIES 
HELD 
HOSTAGE 
IN KYOTO. 


.DAUGHTERS, 
AND SMALL 
CHILDREN. 


AND HE 
TOLD YOU 
FIGHT 
TATARA... 


IS 

THAT 

IT!? 





























































































’bemembb*^ 


...AND I'D 
FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT IT. 


IU5EDTO 
COME HERE 
WHEN I WAS A 
KID. 


AND 

you 

WERE 

HOW 

OLD? 


EVERY¬ 

ONE! 

LI5TEN 

UP! 

















THAT SNOT 
THE WAY TO 
ASK! 


SO 

THAT'S 

HOW YOU 
USE HIM. 


GUARDS 
WATCH 'EM, 
BUT THEY'RE 
JUST KEPT 
IN A 

PARLOR. 


NAH. 
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READY? 
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THEY WON'T 
LET US OUT. 

WE'RE 
, HOSTAGES. 


WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN TO 
US IF IT'S A 
FIRE? 


WHAT? 


f 

1 

i—— 




'S' / 


SIS. 







































































coma 

WITH 

US! 


WE'LL 
TAKE YOU I 
BACK TO 
SHIKOKU! 









































84 







































ONLY IDIOTS STAY 
FOREVER AS 
HELPLESS VICTIMS! 


DON'T GET 
USED TO 
BEING 

OPPRESSED! 


STOP 
ALLOWING 
YOURSELVES 
TO BE 
VICTIMIZED! 


FIGHT 
/ FOR 

vour 

RIGHT TO 

uve'. 


DON'T SIT 
AROUND 
AND DO 
NOTHING! 
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...I WANT TO 

GO WITH 

you. 


TEN/WA OF 
TOSA 15 m 
FATHER. 


7^: m m m 

























SETO INLAND SEA 



TO FIGHT? 


THEY'RE 
TRYING TO 
BOARD US! 
NOW WHAT? 
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I DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
I KNOW. 


...DEEP IN 
MV VERY 
SOU L... 
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r~rJ LORD KrE.VOU THIS? 

PRINCESS \ /<? / TATARA! / LWED l 

SENJUIS f \ \ / 

MENDING y \ 

our if v \ x 

CLOTHES V & \m?W 

FOR US! f IZ.UWII'S jj 

r / ? V tfe babv, w j > 


Mb 


mif 

BABeI^xN ^ 7 want fr— ■,, " l 

, / RA r F , )a \s%C COULDA 

K'Vcff .Jfr VUJ D ° NE 
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VIOLET TALE 1: 

- tf f* 

SPRINGISTORM 









































































TINY TYVWT/W\ TIME (i) 

A couple volumes ago, I wrote in this ] 
space wondering whether the chili tomato |i 
flavored instant noodles had been chopsticks 

discontinued. 

A bunch of people sent me some to let 
me know it still exists. 

I was delighted. 

Thank you so much! O S 

I ate them all. 


I managed to find them myself 
recently at a convenience store, so 
I’m relieved. ^ - I love their seafood 
flavor, too. 
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LOOK, 

THEY'RE 

LEADING 

THE 

SLAVES 

AWAY. 


THOSE 
SLAVES 
WILL FIGHT 
IN THE WAR 
UNTIL THEY 
DIE. 


IVE HAD 
ENOUGH 
WAR! 


Y K AZUNO 

HAS 

TATARA ON 
I HEAR HE'S THEIR SIDE. 
EVEN 

EMBARRASSED 
KING UKON. 


I ADMIT 
THE 

^BUDDHA 

'incident 

felt 

§f&OOD. 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 
SEND MY 
SON TO 
WAR... 
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THE WAY 
WAS 

BEFORE.. 


...I WOULD'VE 
DISPATCHED ANYONE 
WHO COT IN MY WAY. 


I HAD THOUGHT IT WAS 
THE RIGHT THING TO 
ATTACK AND SIMPLY TAKE 
FOR MYSELF. 
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THE BLACK 
KING AND 
MOGAMI... 


SO HE 

CANNOT SEE 
THE 

IMMINENT 

CRISIS... 


I HAD 

HOPED WE 
COULD 
TALK IT 
OVER 
AGAIN. 


FOR 

TWO 

NIGHTS. 


I CAN FEEL 
THE 

PRESSURE 
OF THE 
IMPENDING 
STORM... 


...AS THAT 
ANCIENT 
EMPRESS 
OF RUSSIA 
MUST HAVE 
FELT. 


...FOR 

OUR 

LAND... 



THEY WON'T 
LET ME STEP 
OUT OF THE 
CASTLE 
STARTING 
TOMORROW. 
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WATCH 
FOR AN 
OPPOR- 
TO 
ESCAPE. 


I LOVE 
YOU, AND 

I WANT . 


YOU'LL BE 
FINE A5 
LONG A5 
YUNA'S 
WITH YOU. 
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WHAT WAS 
ONCE 
CALLED 
BANDA I 
MOUN¬ 
TAIN... 
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4VI0LET TALE 2:1 
ftTHE DAY WAS & 
BOUND TO COME 
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I'LL 

BECOME 
THE KING 
OF THIS 
COUNTRY 
SOON. 


THEN WE 
SHALL LIVE 
IN KYOTO. 









































































/ LET US 
/ BUILD A 
NEW 

COUNTRY. 


' WE CAN 
WORK TO¬ 
GETHER 
WITH 
TATARA... 


1 ...AND 
\KAZUNO! 


...ONE OF 

peace, 

WITHOUT 

WAR! 


...AS AN 
ADVISER 
FROM 
NOW ON. 
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PLEASE. 
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HE PRAISES, 
AND REMINDS 
ME OF THE 
EFFORT I MUST 
GIVE. 


J 15 THE 
t BLACK KINO 
J SAFE? I 


LAKE TENKYO 
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ROGER! 
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____ y' 

- ■/ w 

^ <r^ / 


" "? WHEN 

i ... 1 HEAR THEIR X^J%,£rX 

^ PEOPLE 

BODIES APE \ nlP 

-^ -- - ' IN 

1 NEVER FOUND. Lif ■ j p 
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find the 
PSX horror) 


1 have to buy 
an N6H!'f’ 

I love Mari, 


"Bahamut Lagoon" 
was tun! 

I made good progress 

through “Mario RPG"! 1 
And "Treasure of the 
Rudras"! 9 


MV EVES GET TIRED! 



I also played various 
video games, as usual. 
(What about work?) 


(I haven’t finished "Dragon 
Quest" yet.) 


When the going gets tough, try 
not to stress too much. 

Pause and think about it. 
That’s not "avoidance." 


Don’t be 
on yourselves! 



See you again 
in vol. © ! 
Check out 
Betsu-comi 
magazine! 


I drew some 
illustrations for another 
novel by Canvas Books. 
Check it out! 



'TA-■ 











































SEE VOU AGAIN! O 























